	Organisation:
	Roots to Fruit Midlands Ltd.

	Risk Assessment
	Reference Number
	001

	Tool/ Equipment/Machine:

	Handheld Cross bladed Secateurs [image: ]

	TASK DESCRIPTION:

	Pruning plant material both woody and herbaceous within a community garden setting

	MAIN HAZARDS:

	Crushing                          ☒
	Direct electrical contact      ☐
	Hot ambient temperature                                               ☐

	Cutting / shearing            ☒
	Indirect electrical contact   ☐
	Cold ambient temperature                                             ☐

	Entanglement                  ☐
	Short circuit / overload       ☐
	Adverse weather conditions                                          ☒

	Trapping                          ☒
	Fire / explosion                   ☐
	Asphyxiation / drowning                                                ☐

	Impact                              ☐
	Ionising radiation                ☐
	Significant noise                                                            ☐

	High pressure injection    ☐
	Repetitive actions               ☒
	Significant vibration                                                       ☐

	Abrasion                          ☒
	Stressful postures              ☐
	Hazardous substance                                                    ☐

	Slips / trips                       ☐
	Lifting / handling                 ☐
	Localised hot surface(s)                                                ☐

	Falls from height              ☐
	Fatigue / stress                  ☐
	Localised cold surface(s)                                               ☐

	
	Violence / assault               ☐
	Other:                                                                            ☐
Please specify:  

	PERSONS EXPOSED:

	Employees                            ☒
	Visitors                                    ☒
	Maintenance staff                                               ☐

	Public                                    ☐
	Contractors                             ☐
	Students                                                             ☒

	Vulnerable Groups               ☐
	Volunteers                              ☒
	Other:                                                                 ☐
Please specify:

	CURRENT CONTROL MEASURES:

	Inspect the secateurs for damage.
Ensure blades are sharp
Wear appropriate PPE:
· Gloves (to protect hands from cuts and thorns)
· Safety glasses (especially if pruning overhead or dealing with thorny plants)
Check your surroundings — make sure the work area is clear of tripping hazards.
Warm up your hands if working in cold weather to prevent stiffness and reduced grip strength.
Keep fingers clear of the cutting blades at all times.
Use the correct technique:
· Cut with smooth, controlled movements.
· Position the secateurs so that the cutting blade is facing the part of the plant you want to keep (for a cleaner cut).
Only use secateurs for their intended purpose (cutting small stems, branches, or flowers). Do not use excessive force — if the branch is too thick (usually over 2 cm), use a more appropriate tool like loppers or a pruning saw.
Secure the plant if necessary to prevent sudden movement while cutting.
Keep a firm grip on both the tool and the material you’re cutting.
Lock the blades when carrying or moving with the secateurs to avoid accidental injury.
Lock the secateurs immediately after finishing work/not in use.
Clean the blades (remove sap, dirt, and plant residue) to prevent rust and maintain sharpness.
Wipe with a lightly oiled cloth to keep the mechanism in good condition.
Store safely — place in a secure, dry location, out of reach of children.

	LEVEL OF RISK?
	Low                                                     ☐
	Medium     ☒        
	High                                ☐

	ADDITIONAL CONTROLS REQUIRED:       
	DATE:

	Take regular breaks from using them to prevent RSI
Carry out short safety inductions/training with new users
Supervise initial use of equipment until competence is established
	13/3/23
7/10/23
7/10/23

	Assessors Name:
	Jonathan Ensell
	Date
	28/04/2025

	Signed:
	[image: ]
	Review Date:
	28/04/2026

	Position/Job Title:
	Company Director
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