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Roots to Fruit is a not for profit social enterprise based on the established plant nursery Oakdene Nurseries 

in Streetly, Walsall. The nursery is open to the public and grows a wide range of plants to sell with other 

garden related products. It is set in four acres of beautiful established oak woodland with a heritage apple 

orchard and has been in the family since the 1930s.  

At Roots to Fruit we are passionate about gardening, horticulture and the great outdoors. It runs through 

our veins. As a family we have been growing plants on the same piece of land since 1930. We love 

teaching and want others to enjoy the peaceful haven of Oakdene Nurseries. We want to cultivate in you 

the same enthusiasm and zeal that we have for plants, practical skills and the great outdoors. 
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Secondary Learning  

One Size Does Not Fit All 

Some learners do not automatically fit the ‘one size fits all’ mould that the education system is established 

and maintained to cater for. With the curriculum being predominantly about developing academic skills this 

alienates a range of students who have more practical or vocational preferences for learning. We have a 

range of courses that will suite the type of student ready to develop their learning through activity, projects, 

the outdoors, and the world of work. 

 

Roots to Fruit are now offering a variety of courses to secondary school pupils from normal work 

experience sessions aimed at increasing learners’ confidence and abilities, within a real working farm/plant 

nursery setting. This creates a truly immersive form of education focusing on skills essential for the world of 

work. We are offering subjects that include: 

horticulture, gardening, organic crop production, agriculture, animal care, construction skills, retail 

and conservation work. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Students can learn the skills and knowledge at our 4.5-acre site where they can gain industry experience, 

in a non-confrontational and therapeutic setting. For our non-accredited courses we can provide in house 

certificates that help schools show from an external source how they have met targets required by certain 

aspects of the curriculum.  
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Qualifications in Countryside Skills and Horticulture with Lots of Subjects to Choose From 

We are also offering entry level 3 and level 1 awards within the chosen areas listed below under our 

practical countryside skills qualification OFQUAL registered and  delivered through SEG Awards. Thus 

enabling students over 14 years old to gain an industry recognised qualification and also a crew work 

experience hours within a real working environment. 

   

 

 

 

Our On-Site Practical Courses 

These run as afternoon sessions for up to 2hrs in order to gain the full benefit of the site and of seeing the 

seasons change and to develop a full range of skills then attending for a full academic year is how the 

course runs. The in-house certificate course and accredited qualification are listed as 2 separate courses 

with their pricing structure below: 

 

Roots to Fruit Secondary School Calendar of Outdoor learning 

Winter Spring Summer Autumn 

Indoor Seed sowing 
Hardwood Cuttings 
Grafting          Maintaining 
structures 
Maintaining concrete and 
wooden surfaces 
Constructing hard 
Surfaces 
Maintaining a stock 
garden 
Habitat Creation 
Animal Care  

Indoor Seed sowing 
Pricking out 
Potting up 
Dividing herbaceous 
perennials 
Displaying  and marketing 
plants 
Retail and customer 
services 
Maintaining a stock 
garden 
Habitat Care  

Softwood cuttings 
Displaying  and marketing 
plants 
Maintaining plants 
outdoors 
Retail and customer 
services 
Planting a stock garden 
Habitat Care  

Semi ripe cuttings 
Potting up 
Dividing herbaceous 
perennials 
Maintaining structures 
Maintaining a stock 
garden 
Sweeping and tidying 
leaves 
Bulb Planting 
Habitat Creation 
Animal Care 
Construction Skills  

 

Half a day session un accredited 
with one inhouse certificate per 
candidate . 

£130.00 for up to 12 students per 2 hour session. 

Half a day session accredited 
qualification ( 10 credit Award at 
either Entry level 3 or Level 1. 

£155.00 for up to 12 students this price includes the 
registration, assessment, internal moderation and certification 

of students per 2 hour session.  
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Light Touch Courses and Staff CPD 

We can also provide a light touch programme designed to empower your staff, turn your site into an 

outdoor learning facility or cater to budget restraints. We can help your school to create gardening / 

horticultural facility providing support and training for staff through our variety of CPD programmes and a 

range of online resources as well as help with getting your school to become a qualification accredited 

centre. Please call Jon Ensell the qualifications coordinator to gain more information about how this would 

work and what it would cost.  
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1 and Level 2 Qualifications? 

 

 
There are opportunities to start at Entry Level 3 (E3) and gain OFFQUAL registered qualifications 

up to Level 2 (L2) with the accredited awarding body ABC Awards. Learners are required to 

complete mandatory units such as preparing the ground for seed sowing and planting in order to 

gain certain qualifications. The qualifications are industry recognised and are eligible for funding 

by the Skills Funding Agency and Education Funding. 
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Roots to Fruit Midlands Ltd Scoop Top Show Border Medal at Gardeners World Live 2019 

Roots to Roots to Fruit Midlands Ltd have built a show border at Gardeners World Live 2019 they are delighted to 

announce that it has won a Platinum Medal - the highest award that can be given - and one of only two presented at 

the category. In the event our border in addition to this they have also won 'Best In Show' for their interpretation of a 

theme. The topic of the border was a curriculum garden entitled 'Schools Out 4 Summer'. This is an education sensory 

border and Jonathan Ensell lead horticultural tutor and company director said ‘this is the only garden at GWL that 

children between the age of 4 and 94 can enjoy by touching and feeling its plants and interactive features’. 125 of the 

children, their teachers (from schools that Roots to Fruit deliver learning with), their volunteers, their adult learners 

were all there to experience the sensory effects of the garden and see the medal being presented to the not for profit 

social enterprise. 

 Jonathan designed the border collaboratively with staff and students, Jonathan’s wife Claire came up with the idea of 

embedding the national curriculum in the garden. Jonathan worked with his students to develop the concept into a 

plan. Jonathan said ‘It’s a whistle stop tour through maths with a living abacus, English with plants found in the works 

of Shakespeare, it has a volcano for geography, plants growing in test tubes for science, dinosaur fossils and Roman 

mosaics that need digging up for history and a 

clay pot chime for music. The main stars of the 

show were the plants included to represent 

each curriculum area.’ 

Roots to Fruit work with a range of people from 

all cross sections of the community. Jonathan 

said ‘the most amazing thing about this project is 

the many outcomes it has achieved for us as a training centre, we have been able to grow all of the plants at our 

nursery using the help of the students that access our training facility’, they have been able to grow from seed and 

nurture the plants for this border. Roots to Fruit students maybe adults volunteering their time, they may have a 

learning/physical disability, or they may have mental health problems. They also work with primary and secondary 

schools and have been able to involve them all in some way. Most of the adult learners used the activities associated 

with the border to build evidence for their portfolios and were assessed by Jonathan for elements of their accredited 

qualifications. Roots to Fruit are a registered centre with SEG awards and deliver ABC awards land-based 

qualifications in both horticulture and countryside skills from entry level 3 to level 2. Jonathan said that ‘ All of our ABC 

award registered students have been able to complete parts of their qualification practical tasks by being involved in 

this show border whether through growing the plants or building the garden at the NEC, it’s a testament to ABC 

Awards to how their qualifications provide the wonderful opportunity to embed a wide variety of performance criteria 

and out comes in a wonderful and prestigious student experience’. The students were on hand all week to provide 

tours of the border to show visitors during the week and helped to engage a range of people with the sensory aspects 

of the garden; Jonathan said ‘ I can’t say a big enough thankyou to my students and volunteers this medal is as much 

theirs as it is ours’. 
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